
 

HELPFUL HINTS FOR 
UNDERSTANDING HEBREW 

 
Hebrew has 22 letters that were originally drawn as pictographs. 
The oldest Biblical writings show that Hebrew was originally a language where letters were 

pictures, similar to Egyptian hieroglyphs. These pictographs are a useful tool in studying the 

word of God as their pictures give additional understanding. See the Hebrew Pictographs 

Chart on our website for more information. 
 

Hebrew is written RIGHT to LEFT.  
This is something different for most because it is the opposite of English and Spanish. Always 

remember when you are studying a word or verse to start at the right and progress to the left.  
 

5 Hebrew letters have “Sofits,” a special end form. 
Five letters have a normal way they are written if at the beginning of a word or the middle of a 

word but they are written a different way when they are at the end of a word as the final letter. 

This is called a sofit. Just as in English one letter can be written different ways (ex. I vs. i), the 

normal letter and the final (sofit) letter are the same Hebrew letter, just written differently based 

on the placement in the word. 

Hebrew Letter Normal Letter  
(beginning or 
middle of a word) 

Normal Example Sofit - Final Letter 
(at the end of a 
word) 

Sofit-Final 
Example 

Kaph כ Kol ֹכּל  
All H3605 ך Darak ך רַדָּ  

Way H1869   

Mem מ  Amar אָמַר 
Said H559 ם ‘Em אֵם 

Mother H517   

Nun נ  Naba’ ָאב ָנ  
Prophesy H5012  ן Chen חֵן 

Grace H2580 

Pey ללַפָּ  פ Palal  
Pray H6419  ף ‘Aph אַף 

Anger H639 

Tzaddi צ Tsad צַד  
Side H6654  ץ Ya’ats ץ עַָי  

Counsel H3289 

 



 

 
Many words have a smaller root word within them. 
Root words are shorter words within a longer word that help us understand the word’s 

meaning. As we study, root words will often be important and you’ll begin to notice them in 

new words.  

 

For example, the Hebrew word for word is Dabar (Strong’s H1697 ָּרבָד ) but the last two letters 

spell the Hebrew word Bar ( רבַּ  – Strong’s H1248), which means Son. This root helps us to 

understand that God’s Word is the door (Daleth ד) to the Son (Bar ַּרב ), as the Bible allows us 

get to know Jesus Christ (John 5:39; Luke 24:27, 44; Heb. 10:7). See the Hebrew Root Word 

resource for further examples. 
 

Some letters are written similarly & commonly confused. 
Study this chart, review your letters, and use memory devices to help you correctly identify the 

letters.  
 

Kaph כ 

Beth ב 

Hey ה 

Chet ח 

Vau ו 
Zayin ז 

Beth ב 

Pey פ 

Hey ה 

Tau ת 

Vau ו 
Nun Sofit ן 

Gimel ג 
Nun נ 

Chet ח 

Tau ת 

Mem Sofit ם 

Samek ס 

Daleth ד 

Resh ר 

Kaph כ 

Pey פ 

Ayin צ 

Tzaddai צ 
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